DRAFT – letter from TCR Board members to large cities


March xx, 2009   

Dear Mayor {Name},
It is expected this year will bring considerable activity in climate change, and attention will be focused on what states and their local governments are doing to address it.  I’d like to extend an invitation for {City} to take a unified approach with {State} to address climate change within our state and work together to ensure our activities are recognized and rewarded by a future federal program.  I believe one of the most effective ways for us to accomplish this is to work together through The Climate Registry.  

The Climate Registry is the most respected resource for voluntary greenhouse gas (GHG) reporting in North America.  {State} sits on The Climate Registry’s Board of Directors along with 40 other US states, Washington DC, 12 Canadian provinces and territories, 6 Mexican states and 4 Native Sovereign Nations.  In January, the Board of Directors unanimously voted to strongly endorse that any federal GHG reporting and regulatory programs in North America partner with The Climate Registry as a cost effective central repository or clearinghouse for reporting and/or tracking GHG data.  US federal regulations seem to be falling inline with the position, as the EPA’s recently released mandatory GHG reporting rule recognizes and incorporates The Climate Registry’s work.  By reporting to The Climate Registry, {City} would be a part of this collaborative North American initiative working to influence the creation of federal programs and ensure our local work is recognized, utilized and rewarded.  
The Climate Registry, ICLEI and two other organizations jointly created a reporting protocol for local government operations, and ICLEI strongly endorses local governments reporting to The Climate Registry.  Other local governments that use this protocol to report their emissions to The Climate Registry include Syracuse, NY; Raleigh, NC; Greenville, SC; Wilmington, DE; Rochester, NY and Seattle, WA.  Leading businesses and organizations also report their emissions to The Climate Registry, and this group includes Wal-Mart, Levi Strauss, Ford Motor Company, Kaiser Permanente, Dean Foods, US Postal Service, MidAmerican Energy, Alcoa, Johnson & Johnson and Red Bull.  Joining this group would showcase {City’s} own environmental leadership.
I welcome the opportunity to discuss the benefits of joining The Climate Registry.  Please contact me or {Regional Director Name}, Regional Director of The Climate Registry, at {Phone Number}.  
Yours truly, 
{CLIMATE REGISTRY BOARD MEMBER}
cc:  Environmental Commissioner
{INSERT BOARD MEMBER CONTACT INFO}
{INSERT REGIONAL DIRECTOR CONTACT INFO}
Attached: Statement of Intent, Fee Schedule

