CITY OF VENTURA

COOL PLANET

History:
Founded in 1782 and is
one of the oldest towns
in California
Size:
83 square kilometers
Population:
109,000
City Government:
10 Departments with
over 600 employees
Features:
Beaches, a public pier
and a 274-acre multiple
use recreational, and
commercial fishing
small craft harbor
Geography:
Located between Malibu
and Santa Barbara on
the blue Pacific Ocean,
overlooking Anacapa
and Santa Cruz Islands

For more information, visit
www.cityofventura.net

HIGHLIGHTING
LOCAL
GOVERNMENT
LEADERSHIP
ON CARBON
REDUCTION
The City of Ventura
takes an active leadership role in protecting
its natural resources
and promoting environmental quality. The City uses
solar power to generate some of its electricity and is
a leader in sustainable “smart” growth. Through the
support of the community, the leadership of the
Ventura City Council, and in partnership with their
local energy utilities, the city has pursued programs
that promote economic and environmental sustainability. Extensive energy saving measures have reduced the City’s municipal greenhouse gas emissions
by more than 16% since 2007, the equivalent of
removing 1,100 vehicles from the road.

COST SAVINGS INITIATIVES

The City of Ventura pays over $4.5 million each year
for electricity to run its facilities and treat and transport water and wastewater. This cost would be
significantly higher except that four years ago, the
City began to implement an intensive energy
efficiency program. It reduced energy use through
streamlining wastewater treatment processes and
cutting back on city-owned vehicle use. Also, the
City of Ventura has been buying gas-electric hybrid
cars and maintaining its existing fleet more thoroughly, which helps the vehicles get better gas
mileage. These recent efforts add to the 12 million
kilowatt-hours and $1.7 million already being saved
annually through energy efficiency and renewable
energy projects.

The Cool Planet program provides utility business customers with education
and technical training to measure and manage their energy use and greenhouse gas emissions. The Cool Planet program is funded by California utility
rate payers and administered under the auspices of the California Public
Utilities Commission, through a contract awarded to The Climate Registry.
California customers who chose to participate in this program are not obligated to purchase any additional services offered by the contractor. This program is offered on a first-come, first-served basis from 1/1/2013-12/31/2014
or until funds are depleted. Terms and conditions apply. The trademarks used
herein are the property of their respective owners.

“Cutting energy costs, protecting
the environment, and conserving
natural resources has been a
focus of the City of Ventura
for many years.”
Mike Tracy,
City of Ventura Mayor

Reducing Greenhouse
Gas Emissions
• Installed solar panels at the
City Maintenance Yard to
produce 45% of its electricity
needs (about 180,000 kilowatt
hours per year – the amount
used by 30 homes).
• Reduced the city’s electricity
use by 2.8 million kilowatthours each year through
energy efficiency measures at
city facilities – saving over
$300,000 annually on the
City’s electricity bill.
• Produced over 2 million
kilowatt-hours of electricity
annually by renewable waste
gas cogeneration, which meets
20% of the Water Reclamation
Facility’s energy use.
• Save 400,000 kilowatt-hours
by upgrading 500 street lights
with light emitting diode
(LED) lamps.
• Installed 11 public accessible
and 2 City use only electric
vehicle charging stations and
replaced 3 gas only vehicles
with plug-in hybrids.

www.theclimateregistry.org

