COOL PLANET

COUNTY OF VENTURA
“It is very important that the County of Ventura continues to be energy efficient and reduce
our carbon footprint, energy use, and energy costs… I am very proud that we have taken
this step toward greater energy efficiency and cost effectiveness."
John Zaragoza, Board of Supervisors Chairman

VENTURA COUNTY
Founded in 1873
~
Includes ten
incorporated cities
~
823,000 residents
~
Employs more than
8,000 people in
27 agencies
and departments
~
Produces more than
100 commercial
crop varieties

For more information, visit
www.countyofventura.org
OR
WWW.Ventura.org/Sustainability

HIGHLIGHTING LOCAL GOVERNMENT
LEADERSHIP ON CARBON REDUCTION
The County of Ventura (the County) reduced greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2,514 CO2e (carbon
dioxide equivalent) from 2008-2011, which equates
to taking 447 passenger vehicles off the road.
Continuing their efforts in carbon reduction, the
County aims to reduce GHG emissions by 15% by
2020 throughout their territory. How do they plan to
do this? All part of the County’s comprehensive
approach to reduce energy use, costs, and GHG
emissions, their plan includes energy efficiency and
renewable self-generation projects, education for
county staff as well as for the community, adoption
of more energy efficient building policies, code
enforcement and compliance training for county
staff, and implementation of a GHG analysis and
reduction plan.

COST SAVINGS INITIATIVES
Even while expanding services to the community,
such as opening the Santa Paula Hospital as well as
other new facilities, the County was able to
reduce GHG emissions by 1,763 CO2e from 20082010, which equates to taking 298 passenger
vehicles off the road. Mostly through three major
initiatives, the County has already achieved cost
savings of approximately $900,000 total. These
initiatives include implementing energy efficiency
building retrofits, installation of solar arrays, and
replacement of the County’s fleet vehicles with alternative technology. These successful efforts clearly
demonstrate that reducing GHG emissions makes
financial sense.

Reducing Greenhouse
Gas Emissions
• Energy efficiency projects at
the Juvenile Justice Detention
Center near the community of
El Rio result in a reduction of
584,000 kilowatt-hours and
carbon dioxide emissions by
730,000 pounds per year
while also providing an annual
savings of $70,000.
• Two solar energy systems
installed on County owned
buildings generate over
700,000 kilowatt-hours of
power each year. This system
avoids 206 metric tons of
GHG emitted.

www.theclimateregistry.org

The Cool Planet program provides utility business customers with education and technical training to measure
and manage their energy use and greenhouse gas emissions. The Cool Planet program is funded by California
utility rate payers and administered under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission, through
a contract awarded to The Climate Registry. California customers who chose to participate in this program
are not obligated to purchase any additional services offered by the contractor. This program is offered on a
first-come, first-served basis from 1/1/2013-12/31/2014 or until funds are depleted. Terms and conditions
apply. The trademarks used herein are the property of their respective owners.

